Archive Workshop on Ingest, Identification, and Certification Standards (AWIICS)

(A part of the ISO Archiving Workshop Series)

1. Identification of Proposed or Existing Effort

1.1 Title:  OAIS Certification (Best Practices) Checklist

1.2  Contributors:

Electronic records archives

Digital libraries

Data centers

Scientific data archives

1.3  Description of Effort


Develop a Certification (Best Practices) Checklist that incorporates qualitative and quantitative concepts and metrics to measure the structure, policies, processes, and practices of an OAIS compliant archives.  Certification would provide a measure of confidence for data producers, institutional administrators, archival peers, and data consumers, as well as others that interact with the archives.  The checklist would both incorporate elements from existing standards, guidelines, and practices  and develop new measures based on program needs.  The checklist also could be one element that will bring the contributing communities closer together, fostering  a broader understanding of practices and enhanced preservation efforts.

2. Scope of Proposed Effort

2.1 Recommended Scope 

The Certification (Best Practices) Checklist would have applicability to all components concerned with the persistence of certifiable data over time.  This would include traditional archives, museums and libraries; electronic records archives; data centers; and digital libraries regardless of the exact nature or subject content and context of their data. 

2.2 Existing Practices

The quantitative measures and metrics can be developed by utilizing existing data center and computer room best practices checklists.  Qualitative measurements can be developed from voluntary program assessments maintained by the traditional archival, museum, and library communities.  A third source of both types of measurements is the best practices manuals developed by several archives and data centers.  The development group will have to examine existing practices, blend as appropriate, and develop additional metrics to ensure a complete checklist.

2.3 Expected Stability of Proposed Product with Respect to Current and Potential Technological Advances

The qualitative aspects of the Certification (Best Practices) Checklist could be perpetual, as they are not linked to technology changes.  The quantitative metrics may require periodic revision if technology changes impose significant changes in ingest, preservation, or dissemination of information packages.

3.0 Standardization Efforts

3.1 Recommended Program of Work

Develop working group – 2 months

Prepare Proposal – 3 months (utilizing the Certification (Best Practices) Checklist presented during the AWIICS closing plenary as the draft proposal.

Develop Scenario – 6 months

Workshop to evaluate scenario – 12th month

Develop requirements and revised scenario – 15th month

Obtain broader community review –3 months

Develop Certification (Best Practices) Checklist draft – 2 months

Seek formal standards status – 20th month

3.2 Resources

During the workshop several members of the Certification track indicated a willingness to assist in the development of the Checklist.  Both as individuals and as representatives of space data programs, digital libraries, and traditional archives, they are competent in the subject matter.  This core will have to be supplemented with additional volunteers recruited to assist in the development effort.

3.3 Recommended Standards Development Organization (Existing or New)

CCSDS Panel 2

ARMA

Society of American Archivists

International Council on Archives

ISO-NISO-ANSI

American Association of Museums

3.4 Anticipated Frequency of Meetings

US Meetings 3 or 4 times a year lasting 2 days

International meetings 1 or 2 a year lasting 2 days

3.5 Target Date for Initial Public Review

TBD

3.6 Estimated Useful Life of Standard

Perpetual

4. Implementation Impacts

Not addressed yet

----------------------------------

5. Closely Related Standards Activities

Not addressed yet

