June 21, 2001

WORKSHOP:  XML FOR SPACE DATA

DATE: August 20-24, 2001

LOCATION: Greenbelt, MD

The Consultative Committee for Space Data Systems Panel 2, in conjunction with CCSDS TSG and NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center, is hosting a workshop to identify appropriate XML based techniques that can be promoted as standards in the near term.  The scope of the workshop covers all of the space domain, from on-board to deep archives.  However to make significant progress, the workshop is planned to open with a one day plenary session on Monday to set context and identify requirements, and then will break into 2 or 3 working groups depending on interest and those willing to lead such groups.  There will be 3 days for the working groups, followed by a half day plenary wrap-up session on Friday.

Limitations on space and the desire to get real work accomplished will limit participation.  Ideally about 10-12 persons will be the maximum in a group, with up to three groups possible.  Maximum total participation will be limited to 45.

Panel 2 members have already identified a group that will address ‘data packaging’.  This addresses the need to pull together, into one bundle, multiple complex data objects and to describe their relationships.  Descriptions of the data objects also need to be included, either directly or by including ‘links’.  Data packaging is needed, for example, in project data distribution and in archive ingest activities.  There are several existing standards, such as SFDUs, XDF, XSIL, MPEG21 to use as a basis for this work.

We need other participants to volunteer to lead other groups if they are to exist.  One possible group could address data description of commands and telemetry packets, and the specification of what is common about such ‘space objects’.  There are several existing standards, such as EAST/DEDSL and SML, here as well.

HOW TO PROCEED

By  July 6, 2001

Express your interest in participating and what area you think is ripe for standardization.  Identify your relevant areas of expertise and xml experience.  Also indicate if you are willing to lead a group in this area.  Submit this information using the registration form available from the CCSDS page at: http://www.ccsds.org/meetings/xml2001summer/registration_form.html

Results will be made available on the Web.

Actual attendance will be by invitation only in order to limit size.  If it becomes necessary to limit attendance, those not able to attend this workshop may wish to participate in the normal CCSDS Fall workshops where this work will be advanced.

By July 13, 2001

Groups and their leads, in addition to Data Packaging, will be identified and made available via the web and e-mail.  Group leads will be responsible for limiting attendance.

Example: Data Packaging Group

Goals:

1. Validate previously generated packaging requirements

2. Identify alternative XML related techniques/standards for meeting goal 1 requirements

3. Identify tradeoffs and establish a firm workplan

Possible Participants:

David Giaretta

Lou Reich

Don Sawyer

John Garrett

Nestor Peccia

ESA Contractor

Arnaud Lucas

Gian Maria Pinna

Ed Shaya

Steve Hughes

Mike Folk (?)

LOGISTICS

This is a minimal support workshop.  Space is being provided by GSFC support contractors in 2 or more locations in the Greenbelt area.  Support will include PC/Mac projectors for each group.  Internet connectivity and e-mail access at each site has not yet been determined.  Information on places to stay will be made available via the web.

